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Book title 
Mona 
 
Author 
Dan T. Sehlberg 

   
 
Bibliographic information 
Publisher: Spiderline 
ISBN 1770893938 
 
Links (adaptations, reviews, full texts etc.) 

 http://www.dantsehlberg.com/  

 https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19547809-mona 
 
Theme 

A story of a man who tries to save his wife’s life. He shows commitment, love and 
bravery. 
 
Short summary  
Eric Söderqvist, professor at the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm, has 
invented Mind Surf: a thought-controlled system that allows people to browse the web. 
Samir Mustaf is a former MIT professor whose daughter Mona was killed by a bomb five 
years earlier. He has just developed the most sophisticated computer virus the world 
has ever seen, for the purpose of a cyber-attack against Israel’s financial system. Samir 
Mustaf is a former MIT professor whose daughter Mona was killed by an Israeli cluster 
bomb five years earlier. He has just developed the most sophisticated computer virus 
the world has ever seen, for the purpose of a cyber-attack against Israel’s financial 
system.  Eric’s wife Hanna falls into a coma — struck by an aggressive and previously 
unknown virus — after having tested her husband’s invention. The doctors are at a loss. 
Although everyone around him thinks he’s gone mad, Eric is convinced that his wife has 

http://www.dantsehlberg.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19547809-mona
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been infected by a powerful computer virus known as Mona, and that the only way he 
can save her is by tracking down its creator.  
 
Why is the story appropriate for the targeted groups of RSP readers? 

1. It reflects readers´ interests 
2. It’s highly motivational 
3. It reflects political/historical moment 
4. Recommendations and the report emerged from the survey results 
5. Refers to actual migrant situation 
6. It promotes understanding of cultural diversities and heritage 

 
What are the distinguished readers interests reflected by this book/story? 
-  
 
Why is this story motivational for the pupils? 

The story describes how technologies can be linked to our brains and what damage it 
might cause and thus warns us against misusing it. 
 
Is there a historical, political, multi/inter cultural, migrant or similar context 
recognized in this book/story?  
Yes - It describes the conflict between Israel and Lebanon and its consequences on 
common people. 
 
Is there a principle of inclusion reflected in this book/story and does it promotes 
understanding of cultural diversities and heritage?  
The importance of the cultural and religious belonging.  
 

 
METHODOLOGY 

 
 
Title of Activity  
Puzzle  
 
Description of educational activity 
Duration: 90 minutes 
Pupils’ age: 15-19 
Organization of the class of pupils: group work 
The aim of the lesson: 
The aim of the activity is to develop reading literacy of pupils, to support their reading 
skills, to use their competencies to analyse the source text, to compare the present 
based on their experience and the future based on the text, to reinforce their language 
skills when verbalizing the results of their work. To analyse the text, to generalize, 
express insight, or respond by connecting to other texts or situations. 
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Support materials:  

 Puzzle – with some illustrations from the extract and with the text. 

 A short story – Mona (one page from the novel). Each student is given a copy of 
it.   

 
Activities: 
Before reading questions: The teachers have some motivational questions: e.g.: What do they 

think how the computers will affect our future lives. What will be the positive and negative 

impacts in the future? How far could technology go in revolutionizing our lives? 

1. Warm up activity (competition) – students work in groups. Each group is given a 
puzzle with the text which we want them to read and on the puzzle are some 
illustrations from the excerpt. Their task is to find solve the puzzle, to get the 
whole text.  

2. After the puzzle is solved the students give hints about the text. It is important not 
to read the whole text immediately after solving it. The students try to guess what 
the story is about.  

3. The texts are handed out. The students read the short story. Or they can read it 
from the puzzle.  

4. The students log in to the https://kahoot.it/ 
5. The teachers log in to the https://create.kahoot.it/login  
6. Click the “Find kahoot” and find there “Mona Puzzle” (you can add to the filter that 

it is in English language and it is a quiz for schools). There is a multiple choice 
activity with comprehension questions about the text.   

7. The students discuss the story which shows us how the future of the computers 
can influence us. They can express what they think about the future. 

8. They make their predictions about the story in groups.  
9. The students will present the results of their work. 

 
Connection to curriculum 
Grade: 3rd grade of bilingual studies 
Bilingual curriculum: The study of literature is focused during the third year on reading 
comprehension of literary texts which are based on the interests of the students which 
involves sci-fi, too. The aim of the curriculum is to teach students to work with the text, to 
analyse the texts. Understanding texts, weighing their merits, and utilizing the 
information they offer are skills that teenagers draw on throughout the curriculum. 
 
Knowledge:  

 Summarize 

 Develop reading fluency 

 Improve reading comprehension 

 Recognize main idea and supporting details 
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Skills:  

 Preview and predict 

 Use prior knowledge 

 Use decoding and vocabulary strategies 

 Competences: 

 Make connections between fiction and real life or personal experiences 

 Be able to visualise material read 

 Follow specific instructions and conventions 
 
Competences:  

 Make connections between fiction and real life or personal experiences 

 Be able to visualise material read 

 Follow specific instructions and conventions 
 
Bibliographic reference to be used during the activity 
Mona 
Dan T. Sehlberg  
Brunswick, Victoria Scribe Publications, 2014.  
ISBN13: 9781922070975 
441 pages 
 

 
 
Digital sources 

 http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19547809-mona 

 http://www.dantsehlberg.com/ 
 
Results 
The expected outcomes of the lesson are: 

 The students will be able to understand the text and to compare the technology 
nowadays with the technology in the future.  

 They make predictions.  

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19547809-mona
http://www.dantsehlberg.com/
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 To offer observations, make connections, speculate, interpret, and raise 
questions in response to the text. 

 
Recommendations 
Both the teaching method and the text can help in increasing students’ interest in 
reading. This text describes the possible future of the technology and how the 
computers can influence our life both in negative and positive ways. It can help students 
to discuss its positives and negatives. 
The teacher monitors the students so as to make sure they cooperate effectively. 
 


