
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Handbook for Reluctant, Struggling and Poor Readers 

 

Project information: 

Millions of children throughout Europe enter secondary education able to read, but not well enough to do 

well in school. Their reading is hindered by obstacles they cannot overcome by themselves. They need the 

help of competent others, especially professional teachers. With specialized support, these young people can 

develop good, even excellent literacy skills. By identifying the need for explicit instruction and educational 

support on reading strategies together with psychological support to build up motivation and self-confidence, 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ŏŀrefully identified. Through methodology of metacognitive approach that 

gives students tools for comprehending and studying written texts, through motivational activities, best 

practices and methods will be implemented in order to define efficient ways to successfully promote reading 

to RSPs. These activities will allow students to interact, be creative and ultimately grasp key concepts from the 

motivational texts. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project data: 

Duration: September 1st, 2016 ς August 31st, 2018 

Target group: students aged 15ς18 

Project coordinator: Jelena Crnek, X. gimnazija άIvan Supekέ 

Partners: Liceo Scientifico Statale Seguenza (Messina, Italy)Σ DȅƳƴłȊƛǳƳ tŀǾƭŀ WƻȊŜŦŀ ~ŀŦłǊƛƪŀ όwƻȌƶŀǾŀΣ 

Slovakia)Σ {ǘǌŜŘƴƝ Ǒƪƻƭŀ błƘƻǊƴƝ όtǊŀƎǳŜΣ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎύ, Education and Teacher Training Agency (Zagreb, 

Croatia), Aquilonis (Zagreb, Croatia), X. gimnazija "Ivan Supek" (Zagreb, Croatia) 

Internet: http://handbook4rspreaders.org/ 
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Activities  

 
We started our project with a Kick-off meeting in Zagreb, where we discussed and planned all forthcoming 

activities and outputs. After the meeting, all partners fulfilled their administrative requirements, and we 

started working on our first activity. We reviewed the methods, objectives, policies and strategies carried out 

in our countries in order to establish the current situation when it comes to literacy issues and reading for 

targeted population of reluctant, struggling and poor readers. After that, each partner established a working 

group to conduct a survey containing targeted questions focusing on RSP readers, their interests, habits, 

intrinsic and extrinsic reading motivation, their competence and efficacy beliefs and their social interaction.  

Our study included 8131 participants from various secondary schools in Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Italia 

and Croatia. The survey was conducted during November and December 2016. We are in the process of 

finalizing the results in a joint report, but heǊŜΩǎ ŀ preview:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right after the survey, each ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ working on the selection of 10 engaging stories 

selected both from the contemporary and traditional literature corpus. They will cultivate a variety of themes, 

like teenager issues, problems of young people growing up in different societies and cultures, science fiction 

and fantasy themes, multiculturalism, inclusiveness, migrant situation. Those stories will be used to 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ understanding along with many other factors influencing individual attitude 

towards reading. In our next step, these stories will be used to investigate how different motivational 

activities, engagement strategies, genres, graphic and digital aids influence studentsΩ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΦ ²e 

will then prepare for the Prague mobility, where we will test our methodologies, developed on all previous 

research and conclusions. We will go through a series of workshops with students from all participating 

countries, after which we will derive the best practices and guidelines and start to prepare our Handbook.  



 

Kick -off  meeting  (Zagreb)  

 
The project partners first met at the Kick-off Meeting in X. gimnazija άIvan Supekέ (10th Gymnasium άIvan 

Supekέ) in Zagreb on October 24, 2016. In addition to introducing the partners to each other, the meeting 

served as the de facto beginning of the project and was a chance to get all the project coordinators on the 

same page. 

The meeting started with a warm welcoming 

ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ōȅ ¿ŜƭƧƪŀ CǊƪƻǾƛŏΣ ƘŜŀŘƳƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ·Φ 

gimnazija, and project coordinator Jelena 

Crnek continued with a presentation of the 

project. Afterwards, project coordinators 

presented their institutions. After lunch 

break, Mrs. Crnek gave a long and detailed 

explanation of the project plan for the 

following three months. Helena Kusturin from 

Aquilonis then talked about IT support, communication channels and dissemination. The last part of the 

meeting was a work session reserved for Q&A and resolving any issues. 

 

Project presentation at the Tesol seminar (Italy)  
 

Italian school Liceo ScieƴǘƛŦƛŎƻ άG. Seguenzaέ has 

been the official venue of the TESOL (Teachers of 

English to Speakers of Other Languages) teaching 

sessions for many years and has always held 

training courses for English teachers. A seminar was 

held on November 30th in order to spread and 

share the importance of the European projects 

envisaged by the Erasmus+ programme. The 

school's teachers, Maria Cristina Lento and Maria 

Landi, focused their speech on a detailed presentation of the ongoing KA2 ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ άHandbook for RSP 

readersέ, which was granted with the help of the EU funding. Teachers accentuated the important role of 

strategic partnership and cooperation of four European countries (Croatia, The Czech Republic, Italy, Slovakia) 

in order to achieve the greater goal, promote the exchange of good practices, intellectual outputs and 

internationalization. 
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In December 2016, DȅƳƴłȊƛǳƳ tŀǾƭŀ WƻȊŜŦŀ ~ŀŦłǊƛƪŀ 

launched a three-round reading comprehension 

ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άWall wŜŀŘƛƴƎέ which will last until 

June 19th, 2017. The corridors of the school have been 

adorned with posters containing excerpts from various 

works in Slovak and English. Those who have no interest 

in participating get a great way to spend time between 

classes. 

The participants have to read the excerpts and answer 

questions posted on the school`s website. The competition 

aims to involve both avid readers and those who lack the 

time, the will or the skills to read ς the RSP readers. If nothing 

else, students can pass the time between classes. And the 

winner can look forward to a great prize: an e-reader! 

 

4ÅÁÒÏÏÍ ÉÎ 'ÙÍÎÜÚÉÕÍ 0ÁÖÌÁ *ÏÚÅÆÁ £ÁÆÜÒÉËÁ ɉ3ÌÏÖÁËÉÁɊ 
 

On December 15th, 2016, the students of ǘƘŜ DȅƳƴłȊƛǳƳ 

had an opportunity to experience a so-called Tearoom 

Day, ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ōȅ aǊǎ {ȊŀƴȅƛƻǾł ŀƴŘ Mrs YŀƭƛƴƻǾł. This 

special, bilingual literary day was dedicated to a special 

book: The Book Thief by Markus Zusak. At the beginning of 

the day the book was introduced by reading a part of it 

out loud in 

Slovak and 

another in English, follow by a discussion and the introduction 

of the author and the period in which the book was set. The 

students had to read two excerpts from the book ς one in 

English and one in Slovak ς and then work with the tasks 

prepared. The activity concluded with a lively discussion 

between teachers and students. In the end, the students had 

an opportunity to compare the excerpts with the film version. Of 

course, tea and biscuits were served as well! 



 

Croatian auÔÈÏÒ "ÏÒÉÓ £ËÉÆÉç ÅÎÔÈÕÓÉÁÓÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÇÒÅÅd 

to participate in the project  (Croatia ) 
 

.ƻǊƛǎ ~ƪƛŦƛŏ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǿŀǊƳ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ 

stories depicting the process of growing up in 

difficult and isolated island conditions. He is one 

of the authors chosen for the Croatian selection of 

10 literary works this project will address. As a 

professor at the 2nd Gymnasium in Split, aware of 

the difficulties young readers meet, he 

enthusiastically agreed to participate in the 

project. 

 

aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ .ƻǊƛǎ ~ƪƛŦƛŏ (The Story of Two Pines; The Flight of the Butterfly) 

 

Meeting the principal of the C ountry registry offices  

for public and school libraries in Split -Dalmatia County  (Croatia ) 
 

¢ƻƳƛǎƭŀǾ {ǘŀƴőƛŏΣ Head of the County Civil Registry for public and 

school libraries in Split-Dalmatia County welcomed the project 

coordinator at the library. The meeting was held in a cordial 

atmosphere and resulted in clear guidelines for further 

cooperation. As an inevitable entry point for young readers, 

libraries of this format will use targeted actions to promote 

reading and thus strengthen our project. 

 

 

 

  



 

Project coordinator held a lecture  

at the Expert meeting of the Croatian language  professors  (Croatia ) 
 

A professional meeting of the Croatian language 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎ άContemporary literature text between 

context and learningέ was held on January 9th, 

2017 in the Natural Sciences School άVladimir 

Prelogέ in Zagreb. 

In addition to lectures by aŀƧŘŀ .Ŝƪƛŏ ±ŜƧȊƻǾƛŏΣ 

LyŘƛŀ CŀǊƪŀǎ ŀƴŘ YǊŜǑƛƳƛǊ .ŀƎƛŏΣ w{t ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

manager Jelena Crnek spoke about RSP readers and 

gave an overview of the anticipated project results in 

the next two years. Built on the guidelines set by the 

EU (HGHGL, 2012), the ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ 

secondary school teachers, librarians, professional 

services ς in short, educators and school staff ς in 

developing skills necessary to support RSP readers. 

 

3ÔĠÅÄÎþ ĤËÏÌÁ .ÜÈÏÒÎþ ÆÒÏÍ #ÚÅÃÈ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃ 

started a new school competition!  
 

{ǘǌŜŘƴƝ Ǒƪƻƭŀ błƘƻǊƴƝ ŦǊƻƳ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ 

new school competition for the rest of the school year 

named Sing that song! ... in Czech!!! Every month, 

teachers choose an English song after which students 

are supposed to find the lyrics online and interpret 

them in Czech following the published criteria. At the 

end of the month, the best interpretations are awarded 

and displayed in the school. 
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Teachers and students ƻŦ DȅƳƴłȊƛǳƳ tŀǾƭŀ WƻȊŜŦŀ ~ŀŦłǊƛƪŀ created a blog called Bookworm Readers 

(http://bookworm.6f.sk/). The students from the school can use it to upload articles about the books they 

have read; the students from the partner schools can post too. 

It will provide them with a great opportunity to share their feelings and ideas from the books they have just 

read and recommend books they have liked to their schoolmates. They can give short hints of the plot, but 

are encouraged not reveal the whole story. They should try to attract and motivate new bloggers with the 

feelings that arose while reading the books. 

 

,ÉÃÅÏ ȰSeguenzaȱ gets students  hooked on reading  (Italy)  
 

With the purpose of arousing their students' eagerness to read, Italian project partner Liceo ''Seguenza'' 

devised some activities that could contribute to the project goals: 

READING FOR FUN - a team competition based on questions about selected stories and authors 

THE BOOKWORM CLUB - students discuss or analyze the reasons for liking or disliking the stories, providing 

examples and putting forward their different opinions, exchanging points of view with the audience 

http://bookworm.6f.sk/

